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(54) TiUe: A DEVICE FOR RIDDING OF RODENTS: AN ELECTRICAL DERATEZATOR 

(57) Abstract 

The device for eliminating rodents 
in the form of an electrical anti-rat de- 
vice comprises a body made from a di- 
electric materia] and made as a packaging 
means with a load platform (1) and sup- 
ports (2), provided with high-voltage elec- 
trodes (3 and 4) secured on the packaging 
means in the place where the rodent will 
inevitably touch them and connected to a 
power supply system, wherein a source of 
high-voltage pulses (6) is made as a high- 
voltage transformer (10) and a pulse gen- 
erator (10), comprising a power capacitor 
(14), a controlled electronic key (13), a 
diode (18), a charging resistor (19), and 
power supply terminals. The electrodes (3 
and 4) are coupled to the free terminal (11) 
of the transformer secondary, the begin- 
ning of the transformer secondary and the 
point of connection of the end of the trans- 
former primary and the beginning of the 
transformer secondary are coupled through 
a two-way contactor (27) to the output ter- 
minals (12 and 17) of the pulse generator, the input terminals (15 and 16) thereof are coupled to the primary power supply source. The power 
supply system is provided with a control unit (7). The packaging means is made as a returnable or expendable pallet, the load platform 
(1) rests on the floor through non-metallic supports (2), and the contact electrodes (3 and 4) are made linear, arranged in grooves provided 
in the load platform and along the periphery of the packaging means, and galvanically interconnected. The device has a quick-disconnect 
electrical contact (5) for coupling to the power supply system. The device is provided with a non-contact detector (9) adapted to detect 
rodents and with a safety system (8) for servicing personnel. The device is provided with a contactor for automatic setting thereof which 
is activated as soon as the lighting in the premises is switched off. For increasing the scope of protection, the device is provided with a 
second high-voltage transformer (40). 
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A DEVICE FOR RIDDING OF RODENTS: 
AN ELECTRICAL DERATIZATOR 



Technical Field 

5 The present invention relates to devices for ridding of 

rodents, predominantly of rats and mice, and is intended for 
protecting foodstuffs and agricultural products against rodents 
by deratization of storage premises and warehouses. 
Background Art 

10 Man has been painstakingly combating rodents, first of 

all, rats, which cause large losses of products in the storage 
premises, by resorting to most diverse methods and means: toxic 
chemicals, different kinds of catchers and traps, and even 
adhesive substances; nevertheless, the efficiency of such 

15 activities is obviously inadequate. 

It is practically reasonable to use mechanical catchers 
and traps only within limited spaces of dwelling premises, 
where the paths followed by rodents are known precisely, and 
where regular inspections and recharging of these devices are 

20 ensured . 

The most common practice of using poisoned baits not only 
involves appreciable expenses in large-scale applications of 
this method and in developing novel toxic chemicals, but also 
poses threats. Firstly, rodents, especially rats, develop 

25 resistance to the toxic chemicals employed, this resistance 
being then inherited by their numerous progeny. Secondly, the 
perished infected rodents, which have not been found in 
secluded places, represent dangerous sources of different 
epidemic diseases. Thirdly, the poisoned bait may be eaten by 

30 domestic animals, and then poison may enter human organism via 
the food chain. 

The method of scaring rodents away from the objects to be 
protected appears more promising. 

Known in the art are devices which ensure this scaring 
35 effect by setting up an ultrasonic "shield" with the help of a 
generator producing acoustic signals having a definite 
amplitude and frequency (see, e.g., SO 85/02319, A01M 29/02, 
1984; SU N1754039, A01M 19/00, 1990). 
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Rodents cannot withstand the ultrasonic action and leave 
the objects thus protected. Hence, the problem of removing and 
destroying the captured or perished animals stands no longer. 

The devices of the type described are not free from the 
5 following disadvantages: complexities in manufacturing and * 
operating the equipment; limitations on the shape and 
dimensions of the 2one of action; high consumption of electric « 
power; possible negative effect on the human organism. 

Known in the art is a device, namely, an electrical 

10 deratizator, adapted to shock rodents with electric current. 
This device, which we have adopted as a prototype because it 
shares the greatest number of essential features common with 
the device of the present invention and relates to the same 
technical field, comprises a body with high-voltage contact 

15 electrodes secured thereon and arranged at the sides of an 
entrance opening, i.e., in the place where the rodent will 
inevitably touch these electrodes. Voltage is fed to the 
electrodes through a power supply system from a high-voltage 
source. On contacting two said electrodes simultaneously, the 

20 animal is shocked with electric current (US, 4,780,985; A01M 
19/00, 1988). 

The prototype, comprising a trap with electrif iable 
members at the entrance thereto, suffers from the following 
disadvantages: the electric-shock effect on rodents is ensured 

25 only at the trap entrance and only on the two-pole circuit 
principle: the animal has to touch two electrodes 
simultaneously; the perished animal remains between the 
electrodes at the trap entrance, short-circuiting the output 
terminals of the high-voltage generator, this leading to a 

30 useless increase in the consumption of power (it is not safe 
for the generator and may involve fire hazards). Furthermore, 
access to the killing zone for the next rodent proves to be 
blocked till the trap is cleared. 

The electric circuit of such a device is a source of 

35 enhanced hazard to the personnel both in the process of 

mounting and in service. * 

The advantage that the animal will be killed in a humane 
manner during 1 to 2 seconds and that its corpse will be found 
in a definite place, may be reduced to a minimum, if said 

40 corpse is detected after a period of several hours, when 
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vectors of infectious diseases, parasitising on the rodent have 
already spread. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

The main object of the present invention is to broaden the 
5 range of technical means for ridding of rodents, predominantly 
of rats, which exert an electric action that scares the animals 
away from the object being protected, by the provision of a 
fundamentally novel type of deratization device possessing a 
set of the following properties: 
10 the action on the animal is non-lethal, the produced 

painful effect scares rodents away, but it is safe for the 
attending personnel; 

the boundary of the zone of action of this effect is 
continuous and encompasses completely the boundaries of the 
15 object being protected, with allowance for the behavioural 
stereotypes of rodents; 

the application of the device of the present invention 
does not interfere with the use of the currently adopted 
methods, means and organisation of storage and transportation 
20 of the products being protected. 

All these properties are ensured along with the simplicity 
and reliability of the design, combined with a low power 
consumption. 

The required technical result is accomplished by that in 

25 the device of the invention for ridding of rodents, comprising 
a body manufactured from a dielectric material, with high- 
voltage contact electrodes secured on said body in the place 
where the rodent will inevitably touch them, said electrodes 
being connected by a power supply system with a primary power 

30 supply source, said body is made as a packaging means with a 
load platform; said power supply system is provided with a 
control unit made as a three-electrode time-setting device and 
with a source of high-voltage pulses made as a high-voltage 
transformer and a pulse generator comprising a power capacitor > 

35 a controlled key, a diode, a charging resistor, and power 
supply terminals, said high-voltage contact electrodes being 
coupled to the free terminal of the transformer secondary, the 
beginning of the transformer primary and the point of 
connection of the end of the transformer primary and of the 

40 beginning of the transformer secondary being coupled through a 
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two-way contactor to the output terminals of said pulse 
generator, the input terminals being coupled to the primary 
power supply source, said diode and said charging resistor 
being inserted in the conducting direction into one bus of the 
5 pulse generator in series from the input terminal to the output 
terminal thereof, said controlled key being inserted into 
another bus of the pulse generator, the power transformer being 
coupled with its output terminals between the input terminal 
and the beginning of the transformer primary, the anode and the 

10 cathode of the time-setting device being coupled to the input 
terminals of the pulse generator, the control output of said 
time-setting device being connected to the controlled output of 
said key. In the device of the invention the packaging means 
is made as a returnable or expendable pallet, its load platform 

15 rests on the floor through supports made of a dielectric 
material, the contact electrodes are made linear, arranged in 
grooves provided in the load platform and along the periphery 
of the packaging means, and galvanically interconnected. 
Furthermore, the device of the invention is provided with a 

20 guick-disconnect contact made as a resilient member, whose 
matching parts are coupled to the high-voltage output of the 
transformer and to the contact electrodes and are arranged on 
stationary supports in the premises and on the deratizator 
body, respectively. The device of the invention is provided 

25 also with a non-contact detector and with a safety device 
comprising a d-o source made as a full-wave rectifier and a 
filtering capacitor, the a-c diagonal of the rectifier being 
coupled to the buses of the primary power supply source through 
a current-limiting resistor, the non-contact detector having 

30 its relay winding and "dry" contact inserted in series into the 
d-c diagonal of said rectifier, the make contact of the relay 
being arranged in the bus between the point of coupling the a-c 
diagonal of the d-c source and the output terminal of the 
safety device, the break part of the change-over contact being 

35 coupled in parallel with the current-limiting resistor, and the 
make part of said contact being coupled between the point of 
coupling the current-limiting resistor to the primary power 
supply source and the second output terminal of the safety 
device. The device of the invention is provided with a 

40 contactor which couples the input terminals of the pulse 
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generator to the primary power supply source through one of th9 
lighting network switch contacts in parallel with illumination 
lamps, said lighting network switch having its other contact 
inserted in parallel with said terminals. The device of the 
5 invention is also provided with a second high-voltage 
transformer similar to the first high-voltage transformer, the 
primary windings of said first and second transformers being 
coupled through a second two-way contactor to the output 
terminals of the pulse generator in parallel aiding, the free 

10 output of the second high-voltage transformer being coupled to 
high-voltage contact electrodes insulated from the electrodes 
coupled to the first transformer. 

In the development of the present invention use was made 
of the method of exerting pulsed electrical action on the 

15 living organism, which had been proposed by the authors and' 
embodied earlier in a different technical field (Application 
Ho. 94-011397, G0B13/00, December 4, 1994). 

The essence of this method is that the organism is 
subjected to the action of pulsed current, which leads to 

20 recharging of the organism capacitance on the single-wire 
circuit principle. High-voltage current pulses contain at least 
two opposite-polarity half -waves which ensure effective action 
even in the absence of direct contact with the "earth" or 
return wire. An attempt to touch the electrified object brings 

25 about a complex (audio-visual, painful, and convulsive) 
repulsive effect. Medical and biological investigations 
established that this effect is not dangerous to life; 
habituation to it is absent. The authors received a favourable 
expert decision from competent bodies about the results of 

30 tests concerning the clinical and physiological consequences of 
the action of pulsed current generated by the device on the 
organism of laboratory animals. 

An analysis of typical structures of product warehouses 
and storage premises showed that the prior-art methods and 

35 means practically cannot ensure effective protection of the 
stored products against rodents, especially against rats. The 
known scaring means have a definite zone of action, they are 
not always convenient for ensuring reliable protection under 
particular conditions of packaging and arranging loads in 

40 storage premises. 
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Therefore, we decided to ensure protection of storage 
premises in such a manner as not to interfere with the load- 
handling technology adopted in the field, in which technology, 
with a view to raising the level of comprehensive 
5 mechanisation, both in Russia and in other countries, unitized 
members (pallets) are widely used, employed either separately 
or in specialised systems for transportation and storage of 
loads. 

To this end, the body of the device according to the 
10 invention was made as a means for packaging provided with a 
platform for loads, said means possessing the property to repel 
rodents when they try to gain access to the load disposed 
thereon. The effectiveness of such protection will depend not 
on the dimensions of the zone of action (it is sufficient that 
15 its boundaries should exceed the overall dimensions of the 
object to be protected), but on the continuity of the zone of 
action both in space and time. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The essence of the present invention will become more 
20 fully apparent from a consideration of the accompanying 
drawings, in which: Fig. 1 is a block-diagram of the 
deratization device according to the invention; Fig. 2 is a 
block-diagram of the source of high-voltage pulses; Fig. 3 is a 
diagram of the safety device; and Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic 
25 presentation of the circuit for coupling the source of high- 
voltage pulses to the lighting system of the premises. 
Best Method of Carrying out the Invention 

The device for ridding of rodents, according to the 
invention comprises a body made as a packaging means 

30 (particularly, a pallet) with a load platform (an upper deck) 1 
and supports 2 made from a dielectric material, on which linear 
high-voltage contact electrodes 3 are secured, arranged in 
grooves in the load platform 1 and coupled galvanically with 
electrodes 4 which are secured along the periphery of the 

35 platform 1. The electrodes 4 are coupled through a resilient 
contact 5 to a power supply system which comprises a source of 
high-voltage pulses 6, a control unit 7 made as a three- 
electrode time-setting device, a personnel safety device 8, and 
a non-contact detector 9 for detection of rodents. 
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The source of high-voltage pulses 6 is made as a high- 
voltage transformer 10 having a steeply drooping external 
characteristic, the high-voltage terminal of the secondary 
winding of the transformer 10 being coupled to the resilient 
5 contact 5. The primary and secondary windings of the 
transformer are connected in series aiding, and the beginning 
of the primary winding is coupled to the first output terminal 
12 of a pulse generator which comprises a controlled electronic 
key 13, an energy-storing member 14 made as a power (non-polar) 

10 capacitor and a power supply bus, to which appropriate input 
terminals 15 and 16 and output terminals 12 and 17 are coupled. 
A diode 18 and a charging resistor 19 are inserted in series 
into one bus of the pulse generator from the input terminal 15 
to the output terminal 12 in the conducting direction; the 

15 controlled key 13 is inserted into the other bus of the pulse 
generator. The outputs of the energy-storing member (non-polar 
capacitor) 14 are inserted between the output terminal 15 and 
the beginning of the secondary winding of the transformer 10. 

Anode 20 and cathode 21 of the time-setting device 7 are 

20 coupled to the input terminals 15 and 16 of the generator, 
respectively. Cathode 23 and anode 24 of the controlled key 13 
are coupled to another bus 22 of the generator between the 
input terminal 16 and the output terminal 17, respectively. 
Controlled output 25 of the key 13 and controlling output 26 of 

25 the time-setting device 7 are electrically connected. 

Electrical connection of the output terminals 12 and 17 of 
the pulse generator with the primary winding of the transformer 
10 is effected by means of a two-way contactor 27. 

The safety device 8 and the non-contact rodent-detector 9 

30 are not prerequisite components of the electric power system of 
the deratizator for the latter to serve its functional purpose. 
The non-contact detector 9 reduces power consumption in the 
absence of the object to be acted upon. In this case it would 
be sufficient to disconnect one phase of the primary power 

35 supply source. However, when the deratizator operates under 
elevated humidity conditions, it is necessary to disconnect 
both phases, this being ensured by the safety device 8. This 
guarantees electrical safety of the device operation due to 
complete disconnection of the generator from the primary source 

40 of electric power. 
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The safety device comprises a d-c source 28 made as a 
full-wave rectifier 29 and a filtering capacitor 30; the a-c 
diagonal of the source 28 is coupled to the buses of the 
primary power supply source through a current-limiting resistor 
5 31. Inserted in series into the d-c diagonal of the source 28 
are the winding of relay 32 and "dry" contact 33 of the non- 
contact detector 9. Make contact 34 of the relay 32 is arranged 
in the bus between the point of coupling the a-c diagonal of 
the source 28 and output terminal 35 of the safety device 8. 

10 The break part of changeover contact 36 is coupled in parallel 
to the current-limiting resistor 31; the make part is coupled 
between the point of coupling the current-limiting resistor 31 
to the primary power supply source and the second output 
terminal 37 of the safety device 8. As the non-contact detector 

15 use can be made of a conventional device, such as an IR 
detector, a radiometric detector, a capacity transducer, and 
the like. 

Input terminals 38 and 39 of the safety device 8 are 
coupled to the primary power supply source. One of the main 

20 components of the device for ridding of rodents according to 
the invention is its electrif iable part which consists of the 
contact electrodes 3 and 4 and constitutes an obstruction 
practically insurmountable for rodents in the path to the 
products being protected on the packaging means (on the 

25 pallet). All the known unitized types of pallets, expendable or 
returnable, one-deck and two-deck, used either independently or 
as components of the main kinds of packaging means, necessarily 
comprise the following members: supports 2 manufactured from a 
dielectric material (wood, fibreboard, plastics, and the like), 

30 about 10 cm high; crosswise members made of a dielectric 
material for mechanical binding of the supports; and an upper 
deck 1 made from a dielectric material. Most often this deck 
consists of wooden boards to 1.5 cm thick and to 12 cm wide, 
arranged with a 3 to 5 cm clearance between the boards (to 

35 reduce the weight of the structure and save the material). 

Rodents, as a rule, gain access to the load from the 
outside of the pallet or through clearances in the upper deck. 
Therefore, in order to make the pallet practically inaccessible 
for rodents, linear electrodes 3 made from a current-conducting 

40 strap (e.g., from a steel strap, laminated film material, 
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current-conducting cloth, and the like) are secured in the 
lower plane (in longitudinal clearances) of the upper deck; a 
similar electrode 4, provided along the periphery of the upper 
deck, is connected electrically with all the longitudinal 
5 electrodes 3 and, through resilient contacts 5, with the source 
of high-voltage pulses. 

Resilient contacts 5 are made as quick-disconnect 
current-conducting connectors, whose mating parts are connected 
with the electrode 4 and high-voltage output 11 of the 

10 transformer 10, respectively. Said contacts are made from a 
bent metal strip, a current-conducting or metallised rubber 
pad, metallic haywire, etc. The only condition the design of 
these contacts should meet is to ensure electric conduction and 
mechanical wear-resistance with less stringent requirements to 

15 the accuracy of the pallet positioning in the premises. With 
such an embodiment, the device for ridding of rodents, having 
imparted a new property to the pallet, practically will not 
affect the functional characteristics thereof as a means for 
transportation and storage of loads. If the upper deck is 

20 continuous (made of fibreboard, plastic, and the like), the 
linear electrodes should be secured to it from below along the 
supports . 

For the electrical connection between the linear 
electrodes 4 of the pallets assembled in a group (consisting of 

25 up to six pallets) to be established automatically, at least 
one resilient contact 5 is attached to the electrodes 4 
arranged along the periphery in the end faces of the deck. 
These contacts, when the pallets are transferred and brought 
into the appropriate place in the storage premises 

30 mechanically, provide electrical connection between the 
electrodes of the pallets in the group. 

The mating parts of the resilient contacts 5 are mounted 
stationary on the walls of the warehouse or nearby on 
dielectric supports at the height of the upper deck of the 

35 pallets. If possible, pallets arranged stationary along the 
walls, provided with electrodes 3 and 4 in accordance with the 
disclosure of the present invention, can be used as such 
supports. On the last-mentioned pallets other pallets with 
loads can be installed with the help of a lift truck, without 

40 coupling the electrodes of the upper pallets to the electrodes 
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of the lower pallets, because load protection in such a case is 
already reliably guarantied. 

We have established experimentally the minimum amplitudes 
of the high-voltage pulses exerting a stable repulsive action 
on rodents in premises with a floor from a dielectric material 
(wood, linoleum, ceramic tiles, etc.). The value of this 
characteristic for rats under these conditions is 10 ± 2 kV. If 
the floor is made of concrete, earth, or a dielectric, under 
humid conditions or with a constantly high moisture content in 
the premises, the amplitude can range from 5 to 6 kV. Tests on 
larger rodents demonstrated a stable repulsive effect with 
similar parameters. 

The high-voltage transformer comprised in the power supply 
source, for reasons of electrical safety for the attending 
personnel and stability to external short-circuits, has a 
sharply drooping external characteristic and the upper limit of 
the amplitude of output pulses not exceeding 25 kV. 

The technical load limit allows coupling to one 
transformer from one standard pallet having an area of about 1 
sq. metre (the amplitude of pulses thereon will be about 25 kV) 
to six pallets (the amplitude of pulses thereon will be about 
10 kV). However, the circuitry of the pulse generator, as well 
as its design features, make it possible to supply from it two 
high-voltage transformers 10 and 40 simultaneously; the primary 
windings of these transformers should be coupled through 
autonomous connectors 27 and 41 to the output terminals of the 
generator in parallel aiding. In this case the source of high- 
voltage pulses can supply from one pallet to twelve pallets, 
and there will be practically no potential difference between 
groups of pallets coupled to different high-voltage 
transformers. To preclude thermal overloads of the high-voltage 
transformers 10 and 40, their appropriate temperature 
conditions can be ensured by the special power supply mode of 
the controllable key. 

Such an embodiment of the source of high-voltage pulses 
will make it possible to protect from rodents at least 15 sq . 
metres of the warehouse area simultaneously (with allowance for 
technological and fire-preventing clearances between groups of 
pallets). 
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Power consumption from the primary source (single-phase 
mains, 220 V, 50 - 60 Hz) occurs from half -waves of the same 
polarity; simultaneous coupling of a large number of devices of 
the invention (in warehouses having a large area) may overload 
5 the mains. The mains loading can be reduced almost two-fold by 
alternating the coupling of the input terminals of the 
generators to the phase wire of the primary source. Then, with 
an accuracy to one source of pulses, two groups of consumers 
are formed, and each such group will consume energy of the 

10 half -waves of its own (positive or negative) polarity; the 
external characteristics of the sources of high-voltage pulses 
will be almost the same. 

Warehouses with no natural lighting are equipped with a 
system of electric lighting which is switched-on only while 

15 technological handling operations are carried out in the 
presence of the attending personnel: loading, unloading, 
reloading, etc. For the most part of the 24-hour period the 
lighting is switched-of f , and the personnel is absent; thereby, 
favourable conditions are created for nocturnal rodents. 

20 In view of the above-stated, the present invention ensures 

automatic setting in operation of the device for ridding of 
rodents during the period when people are not present in the 
warehouse, and automatic deenergising of said device while the 
warehouse is serviced. For this to be done, the input terminals 

25 of the pulse generator are coupled to contacts 42 and 43 of the 
switch actuating the lighting system in the premises where the 
protected pallets are arranged. With such connection the 
terminals of the generator prove to be connected in series with 
illumination lamps 44, while contact 45 of the switch is 

30 connected ' parallel with said terminals. Hhen the lighting is 
switched- the terminals of the generator become shunted, and 
the generator stops operating. Switching-of f of the lightning 
causes supply of the mains voltage, less the voltage drop 
across the lamps (10 to 20 V, depending on the quantity and 

35 power of the lamps), to the input of the pulse generator. It 
should be noted that the circuit of the source of high-voltage 
pulses according to the invention continues operating steadily 
when the input voltage is at least 80 V. 

Automatic putting of the device in operation when the 

40 lightning system in the warehouse is deenergised not only saves 



WO 97/01262 



12 



PCIYRU95/00265 



10 



electric power, but also reduces the probability of accidental 
action of the high-voltage pulses on the attending personnel. 

An additional technical effect of increasing the service 
life of the illunination lamps also manifests itself here. With 
the lighting deenergised, the current supplying the source of 
pulses flows through filaments of the incandescence lamps and 
keeps the lamps in the warmed-up state. As is known, the 
resistance of the filaments of illumination lamps in the cold 
state (disconnected from the mains) is one order of magnitude 
smaller than in the hot state (when glowing). That is the 
reason why lamps burn out: leading- in wire supports become 
destroyed, most often on switching-on . It was established 
experimentally that current whose intensity amounts to tens of 
milliamperes is sufficient for warming-up the filament, which 
15 ensures a several-fold increase of the lamp service life. The 
actual value of the current consumed by the source of pulses is 
much smaller than that required for the filaments of 
incandescence lamps to glow, but it is much larger than the 
minimum value needed for warming them up. 
20 The device of the invention operates in the following 

manner. After packaging means are arranged in the warehouse, 
toggle switches on the panels of the sources of high-voltage 
pulses, which control switching-on of the high-voltage 
transformers 11 (40), to the load of which at least one pallet 
25 is coupled, are brought to position "on". After the attending 
personnel has left the premises, the lighting in the premises 
is deenergised, and the entrance doors are locked (the sequence 
may be reversed). As a result, the deratizator is set to the 
working state (it is connected to the mains of 220 V, 50 or 60 
30 Hz). 

As soon as rodents appear in the premises, the detector 9 
operates, closing contact 33 of the power supply circuit of the 
relay 32. Its contacts 34 and 36 couple the pulse generator to 
the primary power supply source, and the unshunted resistor 31 

35 provides holding current for the relay 32. 

Approaching the pallet with the load, the rodent (a rat, a 
mouse, a rabbit, and the like) snuffs thoroughly the route to 
follow. It was established experimentally that rodents almost 
always touch the linear electrodes on the pallet with their 

40 noses, where the most sensitive receptors are located. At a 
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distance of 3 to 15 mm from the electrodes, depending on the 
amplitude of voltage pulses, there occurs an arc discharge, 
accompanied by an arc glow and a characteristic crackling 
noise. A train of opposite-polarity current pulses flows from 
5 the electrode through minute punctures produced in the skin on 
the rodent's nose and then through the rodent's body, 
recharging the capacitance of said body and causing convulsive 
contraction of the muscles. In response to such a comprehensive 
action the animal jerks back its head; advancing further in the 

10 same direction, apparently, from force of inertia, the animal 
almost immediately touches the electrodes for the second and 
sometimes even for the third time, this causing similar effects 
and loud squeaks of the animal. The animal bounces back, and, 
the space (in the laboratory set-up) being limited, it takes 

15 refuge in the corner and sits there almost motionless for at 
least 15 minutes. Then the animal may make a second attempt. 
The result will be similar, and after that the animal refuses 
to approach the electrode, even if stimulated to do so. Rats 
feel at a distance of 5 to 10 cm from the electrode when high- 

20 voltage pulses are supplied thereto, and do not approach the 
object any more. 

In an experimental checking of the device efficiency in a 
warehouse having an area of 100 sq. metres, three pallets 
equipped with electrodes according to the present invention 

25 were coupled to the set-up. Three control pallets without 
protection were arranged nearby in the same sequence. Baits 
(confectionery products) were distributed uniformly on all six 
pallets. Up to 30 pallets with similar products packaged in 
standard fibre-board boxes were left to stand 3 to 5 metres 

30 away from the above-stated pallets* In twenty-four hours the 
bait on the control pallets was eaten, whereas on the protected 
pallets it was left untouched. In two weeks of experimental 
operation of the device it was found that rats had left the 
warehouse. After the set-up was disconnected, the bait on the 

35 unprotected pallets remained untouched during a week. 

Thus, the present invention is a radically novel device in 
the range of technical means for ridding of rodents, and its 
main advantages are as follows: 
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simplicity and reliability of design in combination with a 
low consumption of power: no more than 3.0 H per sq. metre of 
the area reliably protected from rodents; 

repulsive and non-lethal action exerted on rodents, which 
5 is safe for the health of the attending personnel, additional 
measures for ensuring electrical safety (provision of a 
protection unit in the source of high-voltage pulses and 
switching-on of the primary power supply source with the help 
of the lighting switch) guaranteeing the safety level no lower 

10 than that of household electrical appliances; 

the boundary of the zone of action of the repulsive effect 
almost coincides with the boundaries of the object being 
protected and precludes the feasibility of rodents* access to 
the load (products) arranged on said object; 

15 the application of the device does not affect 

substantially the organisation of jobs in the warehouse, it 
does not reduce useful floor areas thereof, nor does it 
require re-equipment of the load-handling equipment and 
mechanisms. 

20 Industrial Applicability 

The present invention can be used for deratization of food 
stores and warehouses, especially those where a unitized system 
of load transportation and storage is employed, particularly, 
with load packaging means. 

25 Characteristically, the time and capital expenditures for 

carrying out the invention are minimum, the strength of pallets 
increases, while the technology of performing load-handling 
jobs and transportation remains unchanged. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A device for ridding of rodents, comprising a body made 
of a dielectric material, provided with high-voltage contact 
electrodes secured thereon in the place where the rodent will 

5 inevitably touch said electrodes, said electrodes being 
connected by Beans of a power supply system with a primary 
power supply source, CHARACTERISED in that the body is made is 
a packaging means with a load platform 1, the power supply 
system is provided with a control unit 7 made as a three- 

10 electrode time-setting device, with a source of high-voltage 
pulses, made as a high-voltage transformer 10 and a pulse 
generator comprising a power capacitor 14, a controlled key 13, 
a diode 8, a charging resistor 19, and power supply terminals, 
contact electrodes 3 and 4 being coupled to free terminal 11 of 

15 the transformer secondary, the beginning of the transformer 
primary and the point of connection of the end of the 
transformer primary and of the beginning of the transformer 
secondary being coupled through a two-way contactor 27 to the 
output terminals 12 and 17 of the pulse generator, the input 

20 terminals being coupled to the primary power supply source, the 
diode 18 and the charging resistor 19 being inserted in the 
conducting direction into one bus of the pulse generator in 
series from the input terminal 15 to the output terminal 12 
thereof, the controlled key 13 being inserted into another bus 

25 of the pulse generator, the power capacitor 14 being coupled 
with its outputs between the input terminal 16 and the 
beginning of the primary of the transformer 10, the anode and 
the cathode of the time-setting device 7 being coupled to the 
input terminals 15 and 16 of the pulse generator, the control 

30 output 26 of the time-setting device being connected to the 
controlled output 25 of the key 13. 

2. A device according to Claim 1, CHARACTERISED in that 
the packaging means is made as a returnable or expendable 
pallet, the load platform 1 bears on the floor through non- 
35 metallic supports 2, and the contact electrodes 3 and 4 are 

made linear and are arranged in grooves provided in the load 
platform and along the periphery of the packaging means, said 
electrodes being galvanically interconnected. 

3. A device according to Claim 1, CHARACTERISED in that it 
40 is provided with a quick-disconnect electric contact 5 made as 
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a resilient member, whose mating parts are coupled to the high- 
voltage output 11 of the transformer and to the contact 
electrodes 3 and 4, said mating parts being mounted on the 
stationary supports in the premises and on the deratizator 
5 body, respectively. 

4. A device according to Claim 1, CHARACTERISED in that it 
is provided with a non-contact detector 9 and with a safety 
device 8 comprising a d-c source 28 made as a full-wave 
rectifier 29 and a filtering capacitor 30, the a-c diagonal of 

10 the rectifier 29 being coupled to the buses of the primary 
power supply source through a current-limiting resistor 31, the 
winding of the relay 32 and "dry" contact 33 of the non-contact 
detector 9 being inserted in series into the d-c diagonal of 
the rectifier 29, the make contact 34 of the relay 32 being 

15 inserted into the bus between the point of coupling the a-c 
diagonal of the source 28 and the output terminal 35 of the 
safety device 8, the break part of the change-over contact 36 
being coupled in parallel to the current-limiting resistor 31, 
and the make part of the change-over contact 36 being coupled 

20 between the point of coupling the current-limiting resistor 31 
to the primary power supply source and the second output 
terminal 37 of the safety device 8. 

5. A device according to Claim 1, CHARACTERISED in that it 
is provided with a contactor which couples the input terminals 

25 15 and 16 of the pulse generator to the primary power supply 
source through the contact of switch 45 of the lighting network 
in series with illumination lamps 44, the contact of the switch 
45 being connected in parallel with said terminals. 

6. A device according to Claim 1, CHARACTERISED in that it 
30 is provided with a second high-voltage transformer 40 similar 

to the first high-voltage transformer 10, their primary 
windings being coupled through a second two-way contactor 41 to 
the output terminals 12 and 17 of the pulse generator in 
parallel aiding, the free output of the second high-voltage 
35 transformer 40 being coupled to the high-voltage contact 
electrodes insulated from the electrodes coupled to the first 
transformer . 
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Fig. 2 
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Fig . 4 
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